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Kitsap Peninsula is a small peninsula 
that extends out into Puget Sound from 
the larger Olympic Peninsula. Known for 
their scenic waterfronts, the port cities of 
this small peninsula are important points 
of access for travelers arriving on large 
ferry boats, captained by Washington 
State Ferries. From Kingston in the north 
to Bainbridge in the center and Bremerton 
and Port Orchard in the south, the ports 
welcome travelers arriving for day trips or 
longer stays on the two peninsulas.

The peninsula acts as a major 
gateway or point of entry to the larger 
Olympic Peninsula to the west. It is worth 
the time to stop and explore the small 
but interesting towns and cities built 
on the shores of this active peninsula. 
Friendly and welcoming, these ports of 
entry are helpful stopping places to pick 
up brochures and maps at visitor centers 
for adventurers heading west.

Kingston on Hwy 104 welcomes 
arrivals from Edmonds and sends them 
north to Point No Point where a casino 
beckons or to Port Gamble, the scenic 
“New England town” built by the area’s 
�rst white settlers, Pope and Talbot. The 
town hosts the Kitsap Visitor Bureau, 
which invites visitors to stop at its visitor 
center, just up the street from the general 
store. The town is the entry point to the 

Hood Canal Bridge, which is the longest 
�oating bridge over tide water in the 
world and the main cross over point to 
the Olympic Peninsula to the west. No 
tolls are charged to cross the bridge.

Bainbridge is the welcoming port for 
cars and passengers arriving from the 
main ferry docks in downtown Seattle. 
Art lovers in invited to galleries in the 
downtown. Fun seekers are invited to 
stop at the casino just off the north end 
of the island. A ride through Poulsbo 
can be worth a detour off the main 
highway for �rst time visitors to tour 
the Scandinavian downtown along the 
waterfront. A short drive up Hwy 3 is the 
entrance to Hood Canal Bridge.

Bremerton also docks ferries from 
Seattle’s downtown terminal. The 
peninsula’s largest city, it is home of the 
Navy’s mothballed �eet and the Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard. Naval museums 
are �xtures of the area, one in Bremerton 
and one in Key Port. The jewel of navy 
presence is the Bangor Submarine Base 
on Hood Canal. Its �eet of nuclear 
powered submarines can be seen from 
the Olympic Peninsula side of the canal. 
Infrequently one might be seen stopping 
traf�c on Hood Canal Bridge as it transits 
the canal to or from its assignment in the 
Paci�c Ocean.

Silverdale is the largest shopping 
center serving residents of the Kitsap and 
Olympic Peninsulas, not of�cially a city, 
it seems like a “city” of stores, fast food 
restaurants and movie theaters. In “Old 
Town” is a small museum, a picnic park 
and pier over the waters of Sinclair Inlet. 
Buy lunch in the new town and search 
out the park to savor it in the old town.

South of Bremerton and Port Orchard 
is a main highway connection at Gorst to 
head south to Belfair and Hood Canal. 
An easy drive along Hwy 101 north up 
the canal can loop you up to the Hood 
Canal Bridge and back to the Kitsap 
town you started in.

A one day scenic loop from Kitsap 
towns is a ride across Hood Canal bridge, 
a visit to port towns, Port Ludlow, Port 
Hadlock and Port Townsend on the 
Olympic Peninsula, an easy ride down 
Hwy 101 along Hood Canal and a zip up 
Hwy 106 at Potlach and Union, through 
Belfair and Gorst to the Kitsap ports. In 
drive time, plan for an hour from Kitsap 
to Port Townsend, a couple hours along 
the canal and an hour back to your 
starting line. Toss in as many hours as 
you can afford for exploring the friendly 
towns and inviting shorelines.
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ACCESSIBLE FACILITIES-Trails
w	 Elwha Area - Madison Falls Trail - This short 

paved trail winds through a meadow and into 
the forest where it follows Madison Creek to a 
100’ high cascade that plummets over basalt 
cliffs. 

w	 Hoh Rain Forest Area - Mini-Rain Forest Trail 
- This flat, .1-mile paved trail gives users a taste of 
the rainforest near the Hoh Visitor Center. Visit 
a crystal-clear stream and see huge, old-growth 
trees.

w	 Hoodsport-Staircase Area - Big Cedar Tree & 
River Viewpoint - .5-mile round trip gravel trail is 
accessible with assistance. Traverses old-growth 
forest to the North Fork Skokomish River with 
a spur to a huge fallen cedar and picnic area.  
The first .25-mile of Shady Lane Trail is gravel 
and accessible with assistance.  A wheelchair is 
available for checkout at the ranger station.

w	 Hurricane Ridge Area - Meadow Loop Trails 
- Paved trails with views of the Olympic Mts. and 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  Enjoy wildflowers and 
look for deer and marmots.  Several relatively flat 
.25-.5-mile loops are accessible with assistance.  
Hurricane Hill Trail, a 1.5-mile rough paved trail, 
climbs 700’ through meadows to Hurricane Hill.  
The first .5 mi. is accessible with assistance, but 
has steep drop-off and no guard rail.

w	 Kalaloch Area - Ruby Beach - Accessible 
overlook of beach and Cedar Creek.  Accessible 
vault toilet. The 800’ gravel trail is accessible with 
assistance.  It has no steps, but slopes 15-20% 
through coastal forest  ending just behind the 
beach logs.  Beach Trail #4 has an accessible 
ocean viewpoint and an accessible vault toilet 
at the parking lot.

w	 Lake Crescent/Sol Duc Area - Marymere 
Falls Trail - Winds through old growth forest to 
a 90-ft. waterfall. The first .5-mile to an overlook 
on Barnes Creek is accessible with assistance 
on flat gravel/dirt.  Moments in Time Nature 
Trail - an .8-mile loop on crushed rock with lake 
views, old-growth forest and former homestead 
sites between Olympic Park Institute and Lake 
Crescent Lodge.  Accessible with assistance;  
can be accessed from Olympic Park Institute, 
a parking lot north of Lake Crescent Lodge, 
or via a .3-mile trail from Storm King Ranger 
Station parking lot, where there is an accessible 
restroom.  Salmon Cascades - A short gravel/dirt 
path leads from Sol Duc Road to a wooden 
platform overlooking the Sol Duc River and a 
small cascade.  Spruce Railroad Trail - Each end 
is accessible with assistance for .25-mile (toilet 
at the east end).  

w	 Mora Area - Rialto Beach - A short, .1-mile 
paved trail leads through coastal forest to the 
picnic area.  At the end, a ramp is installed in 
summer for a beach view. 

w	 Quinault Valley Area - Maple Glades Trail 
- A .5-mile crushed rock surface loop, accessible 
with assistance, winds under mossy maples 
along a rain forest stream. The restroom in the 
Quinault Ranger Station is accessible.  Kestner 
Homestead Trail - 1.3-mile self-guided loop links 
with Maple Glades trail and has a crushed rock 
surface accessible with assistance.  Leads to a 
historic homestead.

w	 Olympic National Park Visitor Center 
- Living Forest Trail - .4-mile crushed rock trail 
through the forest behind the visitor center.  
Fully accessible center with exhibits on the 
natural and cultural history of the park.  Several 
touch displays, a braille exhibit, an audio 
program and displays with sound effects.  An 
orientation slide program is shown on request 
with a large text script available. TTy users can 
use free relay service 1-800-833-6385 or 1-800-
833-6388.

w	 Hurricane Ridge Visitor Center - This visitor 
center is perched at 5,242 feet on Hurricane 
Ridge, 17 mi. from Port Angeles.  Call (360) 565-
3131 for a 24-hour road and weather-recording.  
There is an accessible restroom, exhibits on 
the upper level with an auditorium where 
park programs are shown (with captioning).  
An elevator and ramp provide access to the 
lower level where there is a terrace with picnic 
tables, a gift shop and snack bar.  Ask staff for 
assistance with the elevator.  Short, paved loop 
trails are accessible to wheelchair users with 
assistance (see Meadow Loop Trails above).  Two 
picnic areas just beyond Hurricane Ridge Visitor 
Center have paved trails that are accessible, 
with assistance, leading to tables overlooking 
the Olympic Mountains.  Restrooms not 
accessible.

w	 Hoh Visitor Center - Hoh Rain Forest - This 
visitor center has exhibits on the temperate 
rainforest and offers a short, flat, paved trail (see 
Mini-Rain Forest Trail above).  The restrooms at 
the facility are accessible.

w	 Lodging in the Park - Sol Duc Hot Springs 
Resort has hot spring pools and several rental 
cabins.  The main lodge building and one room 
are accessible at Lake Crescent Lodge.  Kalaloch 
Lodge has one cabin. For wilderness camping 
permits call (360)  565-3100.

Day Hikes in Elwha River 
DrainagE area
w	 Madison Falls Trail - Elwha park entrance to 

trail end 0.1 miles. Easy day hike. This beautiful 
short trail skirting Sweets Field and old growth 
cedar trees is paved and handicap accessible. At 
the end of the trail Madison Falls cascades down 
a rocky cliff face.

w	 Cascade Rock Trail - Elwha Campground to 
trail end 2.1 miles. Moderately strenuous day 
hike. Starting near the covered campsite in the 
Elwha campground, cross the small creek and 
hike north to the Cascade Rock Trail through a 
lowland forest. There is a short side trip to an 
overlook, which offers nice views of the Elwha 
valley to the south. Main trail ends abruptly in 
a stand of Madrone trees overlooking Madison 
Creek drainage.

w	 Griff Creek Trail - Elwha Ranger Station to 
trail end 1/4 mi. Strenuous day hike. The Griff 
trail is a steep, narrow trail  through a beautiful 
forest setting. The trail does not follow the creek 
but does open up to a beautiful overlook of the 
Fitzhenry Peaks and Hughes Creek drainage, 
approx. 1.8 mi. up. Beyond the overlook, the trail 
deteriorates, trail ends abruptly at cliffs.

w	 Hurricane Hill Trail - Whiskey Bend Road to 
Hurricane Ridge 6.3 miles. Strenuous day hike. 
This is a steep trail, with lots of switchbacks in a 
beautiful forest setting. Carry several quarts of 
water with you. Marvelous views of the Olympics 
in the meadow areas at higher elevations.

w	 West Elwha Trail - Altaire Campground to 
Herrick Rd. 2.6 mi. Easy day hike. This trail 
retraces a portion of the original Olympic Hot 
Springs Trail, traveling through old growth 
Douglas Fir. At park boundary, follow path north 
across clearing to right of way trail on private 
property to Herrick Rd.

w	 West Lake Mills Trail - Lake Mills boat launch 
to trail end 2.0 mi. Easy day hike. This trail 
wanders peacefully along the west edge of Lake 
mills.

w	 Humes Ranch Trails - Whiskey Bend to Rica 
Canyon 1.7mi, Whiskey Bend to Michael’s Cabin 
1.9 mi, Michaels Cabin to Humes Ranch .4 mi, 
Humes Ranch to Krouse Bottom .8 mi, Krause 
Bottom to Rica Canyon 1 mi. Easy to moderately 
strenuous. The Rican Canyon-Humes Ranch trails 
provide an excellent day hike and camping is 
permitted at sever established sites along the 
river bottoms.

Port Ludlow
Inn at Port Ludlow

1 Heron Road • 360-437-7000 / 877-805-
0868 • www.ludlowbayresort.com

Beavers Pond Retreat
3851 Larson Lake Road • 360-732-7148 / 877-
826-8924 • www.beaverspondretreat.com

House on Tala Shore
685 Ludlow Bay Road • 360-437-8097
www.vrbo.com/39697

Cottage on Ludlow Bay
685 Ludlow Bay Road • 360-437-8097
www.ludlowbaycottage.com

Paradise Bay Chalet
3491 Paradise Bay Road • 253-335-0892 / 
888-399-6533 • www.olympicgetaways.
com/paradisebaychalet/

Port Ludlow RV Park
40 Breaker Lane • 360-437-9377
www.portludlowrvpark.net

Port Ludlow Golf Course
751 Highland Drive • 360-437-0272 /
800-455-0272 • www.ludlowbayresort.com

Port Ludlow Marina
1 Gull Drive • 360-437-0513 / 800-308-7991
www.ludlowbayresort.com

Port Hadlock
Beach Getaway on Oak Bay

101 Oak Road • 360-437-2532
www.beachgetawayonoakbay.com

Hadlock Motel
175 B Chimacum Road • 360-385-3111
www.hadlockmotel.com

Inn at Port Hadlock
310 Hadlock Bay Road • 360-385-7030 / 800-
785-7030 • www.innatporthadlock.com

Oak Bay Cottages
3659 Oak Bay Road • 360-437-0380
800-727-4706 • www.oakbaycottages.com

Quilcene
Dabob Bay Cottage

840 Piper Road • 360-765-3947
www.dabobbaycottage.com

Leland Lake House
47 Munn Road • 360-271-0296 / 877-377-
9090
www.lelandlakehouse.com

Mount Walker Inn
61 Maple Grove Road • 360-765-3410
www.mountwalkerinn.com

Quilcene Hotel
11 Quilcene Avenue • 360-765-3868
www.quilcenehotel.com

Brinnon
Bayshore Motel

306142 Hwy.101 • 800-488-4230
www.bayshoremotel.com

Cabin on the Canal Vacations
111 Cedar Cove Road • 206-365-3277
www.cabinonthecanal.com

Elk Meadows B&B
3485 Dosewallips Rd. • 360-796-4886
www.elkmeadowswa.com

Houseboats for Two
308913 Hwy 101 • 800-966-5942
www.houseboats4two.com

Harbor House
308913 Hwy.101 • 360-796-4064
www.theharborhouse.virtualave.net

	Marrowstone Island
(Nordland)
Beach Cottages on Marrowstone

10 Beach Drive • 360-385-3077 / 800-871-
3077 www.beachcottagegetaway.com

Bluff House at Marrowstone Island
2500 E. Marrowstone Road • 866-791-9165
www.marrowstonebluffhouse.com

Fort Flagler State Park  
Retreat & Vacation Houses

10541 Flagler Road • 360-385-3701
www.parks.wa.gov

Guest House on Mystery Bay
1271 Griffith Point Road • 360-379-2993
www.mysterybayguesthouse.com

Honeymoon Cabin on Marrowstone
1460 E. Marrowstone Road • 360-385-4644
www.honeymoon@olympus.net

Hosteling International 
Marrowstone Island Hostel

10621 Flagler Rd • 360-385-1288
www.hiusa.com




