
Olympic Legacy of Ancient Greece and Washington State

Series of articles by Dan Youra, travel writer

Dan Youra compares the first Olympic Games in ancient Greece with the Olympic legacy in Washington 
State, where Olympic Mountains cast a spell across Olympic National Park. Ancient Greek games in Olym-
pia were dedicated to Zeus. Washington’s Olympia is shadowed by Mount Olympus, “Home of the Gods”. 
Greek cities welcomed pilgrims to Olympic festivals 2,800 years ago. Washington towns on the Olympic 
Peninsula host festivals in the spirit of the original Olympic Games.

Businesses Get in Trouble Using Word “Olympic”

by Dan Youra, travel writer 

Use of the word “Olympic” not allowed on Olympic Peninsula

When is it allowed

Who owns the word “Olympic”?

How did they get it?

Word can be used a little bit, sort of, maybe, in some limited cases.

Is this legal?

Who says?

Dan Youra lives on Olympic Peninsula in Washington State. He writes for Olympic Peninsula Guide and 
is president of Olympic Peninsula Travel Association founded in 1933. Web youra.com. Email dan @ youra.
com

Legal claimer: Olympic Peninsula Travel Association was founded in 1933 and is exempted from 
restrictions on the use of the word “Olympic” as defined by the 1978 Amateur Sports Act for “any person 
who used the word “Olympic” for any lawful purpose prior to September 21, 1950”.
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